Anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic (ANCA) and anti-glomerular basement membrane (GBM) autoantibodies in necrotizing and crescentic glomerulonephritis.
Anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic autoantibodies (ANCA) and anti-glomerular basement membrane (GBM) necrotizing and crescentic glomerulonephritis are aggressive and destructive glomerular diseases that are associated with and probably caused by circulating ANCA and anti-GBM antibodies. These necrotizing lesions are manifested by acute nephritis and deteriorating kidney function often accompanied by distinctive clinical features of systemic disease. Prompt diagnosis requires clinical acumen that allows for the prompt institution of therapy aimed at removing circulating autoantibodies and quelling the inflammatory process. Continuing exploration of the etiology and pathogenesis of these aggressive inflammatory diseases have gradually uncovered new paradigms for the cause of and more specific therapy for these particular glomerular disorders and for autoimmune glomerular diseases in general.